
              Readings for Maundy Thursday 

 
  

John 13:1-11 

Now before the festival of the Passover, Jesus knew that his hour had come to depart from this 
world and go to the Father. Having loved his own who were in the world, he loved them to the 
end. The devil had already put it into the heart of Judas son of Simon Iscariot to betray him. And 
during supper Jesus, knowing that the Father had given all things into his hands, and that he had 
come from God and was going to God, got up from the table, took off his outer robe, and tied a 
towel around himself. Then he poured water into a basin and began to wash the disciples’ feet 
and to wipe them with the towel that was tied around him. He came to Simon Peter, who said 
to him, ‘Lord, are you going to wash my feet?’  Jesus answered, You do not know now what I 
am doing, but later you will understand.’ Peter said to him, ‘You will never wash my feet.’ Jesus 
answered, ‘Unless I wash you, you have no share with me.’ Simon Peter said to him, ‘Lord, not 
my feet only but also my hands and my head!’ Jesus said to him, ‘One who has bathed does not 
need to wash, except for the feet, but is entirely clean. And you are clean, though not all of you.’ 
For he knew who was to betray him; for this reason he said, ‘Not all of you are clean.’  

 

1 Corinthians 11.23-26 

Beloved: I received from the Lord what I also handed on to you, that the Lord Jesus on the 
night when he was betrayed took a loaf of bread, and when he had given thanks, he broke it 
and said, ‘This is my body that is for you.  Do this in remembrance of me.’ In the same way 
he took the cup also, after supper, saying, This cup is the new covenant in my blood. Do 
this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.’ For as often as you eat this bread and 
drink the cup, you proclaim the Lord's death until he comes. 

 

Matthew 26: 30-36 

When they had sung the hymn, they went out to the Mount of Olives.  Then Jesus said to 
them, ‘You will all become deserters because of me this night; for it is written:  “I will strike 
the shepherd, and the sheep of the flock will be scattered.”  But after I am raised up, I will 
go ahead of you to Galilee.’ Peter said to him, ‘Though all become deserters because of you, 
I will never desert you.’ Jesus said to him, ‘Truly I tell you, this very night, before the cock 
crows, you will deny me three times.’ Peter said to him, ‘Even though I must die with you, I 
will not deny you.’ And so said all the disciples.  Then Jesus went with them to a place called 
Gethsemane; and he said to his disciples, ‘Sit here while I go over there and pray.’ 


